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O U R

PROGRAM
Welcome and Sponsor Acknowledgements................................................. Pamela Smith, Mistress of Ceremonies

Invocation...................................Rev. Wayne Clark, President and CEO, The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas

Dinner 

Music provided by J. White

Speaker.................................................................................................................The Honorable Colette Honorable

Educator Awards...........................................................................................Paul Bowersock, OWJ Board Member

Student Awards.............................................................................................Dr. Suzanne Yee, OWJ Board Member

Hope Scholars................................................................................................................................Rev. Wayne Clark

Video

Special Presentation

Appeal......................................................................................................Dr. Dionne Jackson, OWJ Board Member

Closing Remarks...................................................................................................Mark Leverett, OWJ Board Chair

Closing Prayer......................................................................................................... Pastor Harry Li, Mosaic Church
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OSCAR D. WASHINGTON, JR.

The family and friends 

of Oscar David 

Washington, Jr. created 

this scholarship program 

to honor the legacy of a 

great man, husband, father, 

brother, and friend.

Oscar was a 1986 graduate of 

Carlisle High School and a 1990 

graduate of the University of Central Arkansas 

at Conway. He was a Certified Public Accountant 

with a Master’s degree in Business from the 

University of Arkansas at Little Rock and he served 

as a Captain in the Arkansas Army National Guard, 

39th Infantry Brigade.

Oscar had the pleasure of serving as the Vice 

President of Customer Service, Entergy Arkansas, 

and as the owner of ODS Enterprises, LLC, 

Gold Medal Flooring, 

and Genesis 

Construction.

One of Oscar’s greatest 

gifts was being a disciple 

of Christ and freely serving 

others and the community. 

He was a Deacon at Saint 

Mark Baptist Church Little Rock, 

Arkansas. He also demonstrated this by 

being a faithful volunteer, mentor, and leader 

for various organizations such as Alpha Phi Alpha 

Fraternity Inc., Big Brother Big Sister’s Agency of 

Pulaski County, Pulaski Technical College, Alumni 

Association for the University of Central Arkansas, 

the Arkansas Home Builder’s Association, American 

Heart Association, and more.
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F R O M  T H E

PRESIDENT
Bridging the gap for students to go from high school to college 

has its challenges. Across Arkansas there are high school seniors 

graduating this year who are very accomplished academically, 

yet opportunities to further their education seem to elude them.  

Oscar made it clear to his family, friends, and co-workers that 

education is important to achieving success. His legacy of helping 

others reach their goals lives on today through this educational 

organization. Everything we do now is what he did when he was here. 

It is my pleasure to say a heartfelt thank you to those who have supported the Oscar 

Washington Jr. Educational Fund (OWJEF) and helped us make such an incredible difference 

in the lives of more than 50 high school seniors since 2018 and another 15 more heading to 

college this fall. These partnerships include the members of the OWJEF Board of Directors 

that have and continue to voluntarily commit time to carry out the mission of helping students 

continue their education. It also includes both the corporate and individual sponsors that 

provide resources, and opportunities for students to better themselves on college campuses 

and in corporate environments. 

Tonight, as we mark our fifth year of serving students, educators and the community, we look 

back and are thankful for how far we have come, but also forward because we know we have 

been called to do so much more. 
 

Congratulations to all recipients being honored this evening. You all are so deserving and it is 

my pleasure to welcome you to the OWJEF family. 

Doris Washington, President

Oscar Washington, Jr. Educational Fund
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A  H E A R T F E L T

THANK YOU
We’ve come this far by faith...literally. When Doris, John and I finally gathered

ourselves (somewhat) after Oscar’s passing and started discussing what would be the

best, next step; none of us envisioned that our simple desire to help a few kids get a

quality education would grow to this. Five years later, we have gotten further than we

ever could have imagined and are more determined to positively impact youth than we

have ever been.

Believe me, despite our gains, we are not resting; we are vigilant. We want to and

intend to, impact more students. We intend to make a greater impact in our local

community and will continue to be intentional about helping those who need it the most.

What we have been able to accomplish in five short years, has been by the grace of

God and the partnership of each of you.

To those who give, who have given, who will give - thank you. To those who have

volunteered countless hours, driven countless miles in support of our efforts - thank you.

To the corporations who know the importance of our work and have made us a part of

your annual giving - thank you. We could not have survived five years without each one

of you.

We’ve come this far by faith; and by faith, we believe that the best is yet to come. My

heartfelt thanks to each of you.

Mark D. Leverett, Chair

The Oscar Washington, Jr. Educational Fund Board
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DIRECTORS

Top Row (From left to right):  
Dionne Jackson, Mark Leverett, Willie Davis, John Ekeanyanwu, Cade Cox, Bobbie Ficklin

Bottom Row (From left to right):  
Dr. Suzanne Yee, Doris Washington, JaNan Thomas, Kandi Hughes 

Not pictured: Paul Bowersock
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S C H O L A R S H I P

RECIPIENTS

Laritza Chena
OWJ Scholar

Sheridan Cross
OWJ Scholar

Ella Fu Davis
OWJ Scholar

Peyton Davis
OWJ Scholar

Lauren Foley
OWJ Scholar

Brian Gittens
OWJ Scholar
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S C H O L A R S H I P

RECIPIENTS

India Hayes
Methodist Foundation 

Hope Scholar

Mackenzie Jones
OWJ Scholar

Michael Knox, Jr.
OWJ Scholar

Elijah Riley
Methodist Foundation 

Hope Scholar

Sarah Means
OWJ Scholar

Dawson Thomas
OWJ Scholar

Lillian Goins
OWJ Scholar

Jalen Wilson
OWJ Scholar
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K E Y N O T E

SPEAKER
C O L E T T E  H O N O R A B L E

The Honorable Colette D. Honorable is a highly regarded policymaker 

and strategist in domestic and international energy sectors. For over 

fifteen years, she has been a global leader in energy, focusing on 

clean energy integration, energy storage integration, infrastructure 

development and energy efficiency. Honorable is a member of Reed 

Smith LLP’s Energy and Natural Resources Group where she leads 

the energy regulatory group. In this capacity, she is a trusted legal 

and strategic advisor to her clients, many of which are Fortune 500 entities. Honorable also sits 

on the firm’s Executive Committee, global governing board, and serves on its Audit and Talent 

Committees.  Prior to joining Reed Smith, Honorable served as a Commissioner at the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  She was nominated by then President Barack Obama 

and unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate in December 2014 for a term that expired in  

June 2017.

Honorable also serves as an Independent Director for Southern Company (NYSE:SO), a Fortune 

200 energy company that serves 9 million customers in the Southeast United States, based in 

Atlanta, Georgia.

A proud native of Little Rock, Arkansas, she is a graduate of the University of Memphis, received 

a Juris Doctor from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock School of Law and is a member of 

St. Mark Baptist Church. She and her late husband, Rickey Honorable, share a daughter, Sydney 

Marie, who is a junior at Howard University.
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The Alma J. Washington Educator of the Year 

Award was established to recognize educators 

in our community who have spent their careers 

investing their gifts of teaching and compassion 

in the lives of students. Mrs. Washington is the 

mother of Oscar D. Washington, and this award 

honors her lifetime of education in Arkansas.

Since its inception in 2020, the 

Alma J. Washington Educator of the Year 

Award has been given to 14 recipients 

who have received $1000 each, including 

Mrs. Washington herself.

Alma J. Washington

A L M A  J .  W A S H I N G T O N

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
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E D U C A T O R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

RECIPIENTS

Rosanna Mhlanga

Duane Clayton

LaRisha Nelson

Mary Harden Shanda Macon
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C O R P O R A T E

SPONSORS
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M

OUR MAYOR
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Congratulations
to our own 

 Doris Washington 
for her appointment as USDA State Executive Director, 

Farm Service Agency, Arkansas



Biden names UA graduate as Arkansas' 
Farm Service Agency executive director
By Ryan Tarinelli, Washington Bureau Reporter, Courtesy of arkansasonline.com

President Joe Biden has named Doris Washington as the Farm Service Agency state executive 
director for Arkansas, where she will oversee the implementation of agricultural policy in the  
Natural State.

Washington, a U.S. Army National Guard veteran and a two-time graduate of the University of 
Arkansas, has worked as the director of the National Water Management Center at the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, where she oversaw a $2.2 million budget and directed operations, 
according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The center also implemented an analysis of watershed environmental projects under her guidance, 
the USDA said.

Washington, 55, is one of many USDA appointees announced by Biden this month. Other appointees 
include Farm Service Agency state executive directors for Illinois, Maine, Texas, Kentucky, Missouri
 and Nebraska.

The White House described Washington, a Harrisburg native, as an expert in “crops and natural 
resources science” and said she has served as the acting deputy chief for management and 
strategy for the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

She also served as acting state conservationist and national team leader for administrative 
transformation for the conservation service, according to the White House.

Washington has more than a decade of service with the Arkansas Army National Guard as an officer, 
the Biden administration said.

The Farm Service Agency administers credit and loan programs, carries out agricultural policy and 
manages conservation and farm marketing programs nationwide.

In a news release earlier this month on Washington’s appointment and others, Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack said the appointees will play an important role in the mission of improving the lives  
of Americans.

“Each of them will add to the experienced, dedicated and growing team at the department,” he said 
in the release.

Washington holds a bachelor’s degree in agriculture and has received a master of public 
administration in public policy, according to the USDA.

Washington has a long history with the federal department.

At the conclusion of her first year in college, Washington’s high school principal reached out to 
inquire if she would be interested in a student internship at a local USDA office, Washington told the 
Democrat-Gazette previously. Washington accepted the opportunity, she said.



For Arkansas Methodists, our 
faith and our finances are 
connected. Since 1963, The 
Methodist Foundation for 
Arkansas has provided a way 
for faithful stewards to support 
Methodist ministries. By 
offering financial resources, we 
empower Arkansas Methodist 
churches, individuals, and 
organizations to make a 
difference in the lives of others.

Each of us makes a 
commitment to support our 
church with our gifts. The 
Methodist Foundation for 
Arkansas is here to help you 
make the connection between 
faith and finances last beyond a 
lifetime.

Congratulations!

“Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.”
   

― The Rev. John Wesley

601 Wellington Village Road
Little Rock, AR 72227

 (501) 664-8632

The Board of Directors and staff 
of The Methodist Foundation 
for Arkansas congratulate the 

student honorees. 

We are honored to partner with The 
Oscar Washington, Jr. Educational 
Fund in supporting our community 

through The Hope Scholarship. 

5306 W. Village Parkway, Suite #1
Rogers, AR 72758
 (479) 957-3089

methodistfoundationAR.org



Access to education 
is the key that unlocks 

a brighter future
••• 

It is our pleasure to celebrate the 5th anniversary 
of the Oscar Washington, Jr. Educational Fund 

and to recognize this year's honorees 

© & TM CFA Properties, Inc.



“UAMS is a welcoming institution with a historically strong tradition in diversity 
as the first medical school in the South to admit a black student and being 
home to the first black U.S. Surgeon General. That history is very important 

because institutional change can take decades. We’ve always been ahead of the 
curve and continue to promote diversity and inclusion for all students. ”

Analiz Rodriguez M.D., Ph.D.
Director of Neurosurgical Oncology

Assistant Professor, Department of Neurosurgery

As the state’s only academic research 
hospital, the University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences (UAMS) stands at the 

intersection of research, teaching and 
health care. Training and employing 

tomorrow’s brightest health care providers 
and research scientists, our mission is to 
improve health and welfare in Arkansas 

and across the globe.

Whether pursuing a career in medicine, 
nursing, pharmacy, public health or 

across the allied health care professions 
or scientific investigation, we want your 

perspective to better serve all our patients. 

Find out more at UAMS.info/BrightFuture.

Whatever your career goals are, let the  
UAMS Division for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

help you achieve them. Contact us at ddei@uams.edu

The future of health care 
begins with you.

Division for Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion



STAND OUT IN A SEA OF SAMENESS WITH YOUR

STAND OUT IN A SEA OF SAMENESS WITH YOUR

SMILE POWER!

Delta Dental of Arkansas is proud to sponsor the Oscar 
Washington, Jr. Educational Fund. Congratulations to 
the students receiving scholarships and we wish you 
the best in your future endeavors! DeltaDentalAR.com



YOU.  
GROW.  

HERE.
SALUTING THE 
Oscar Washington, Jr.
Educational Fund
on the 5th Anniversary of the
Oscar Washington, Jr. 
Scholarship Banquet

Pastor Phillip L. Pointer, Sr., First Lady Keya Pointer, 
and the entire Saint Mark Baptist Church Family.

Saint Mark Baptist Church...You. Grow. Here.

�

�

�

�

smark.org

5722 W. 12th Street, 
Little Rock, AR 72204

501.663.3955

Phillip L. Pointer, Sr. , DMin
Senior Pastor



What a God we have!
Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we’ve been given a brand-new life 

and have everything to live for, including a future in heaven… 
and the future starts now!

1 Peter 1:3-4 MSG

It is an honor to support the
Oscar Washington, Jr. Scholarship Fund

Congratulations to all of this year’s recipients.



The Ridout philosophy remains the same:
to sell the highest-quality building materials for the lowest 

price, while providing the best service in the industry. 
Without question or compromise.

Ridout Lumber is committed to supporting organizations 
that improve the lives of people.

It is an honor to support the 
Oscar Washington, Jr. Education Fund

to help students achieve their educational goals.

ridoutlumber.com
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OSCAR

WASHINGTON, JR.

EDUCATIONAL FUND

We are proud supporters of the



My job doesn’t end  
when the markets close.
Being a financial advisor is about more than money. It’s about 
knowing my clients and what matters to them. I understand the 
markets and your goals. I work with you, on your schedule, to provide 
personalized financial advice that can help you stay on track to reach 
tomorrow’s goals while still making it through today’s challenges.

Ameriprise Financial cannot guarantee future financial results.
Investment products are not federally or FDIC-insured, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial institution, and involve 
investment risks including possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2021 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Call me today to get started  
501.537.1101

John Ekeanyanwu, CRPC©, MBA
Private Wealth Advisor

John Ekeanyanwu & Associates
A private wealth advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

22 Rahling Circle, Little Rock, AR 72223 
john.c.ekeanyanwu@ampf.com  
ameripriseadvisors.com/john.c.ekeanyanwu



SINCE 2000

Commited to Excellent   
Customer Service and Craftsmanship

odsenterprises.com
501-607-0160

Call UsDoris Washington, President, PO Box 242771 
Little Rock, AR 72223,



Kim Lev Fit congratulates the  
2022 OWJ scholarship recipients,  
the Hope Scholarship recipients and 
The Oscar Washington Educational 
Fund on five years of investing in  
our youth and community.

FITNESS AT 
ITS BEST

12400 Cantrell Rd. Suite 3   
501-868-8850
kimlevfit.com



The Oasis of Dumas Assisted Living Facility
38 Belmont Dumas, AR 71639
870-382-2609

Congratulations to all of the recipients and may 
their pursuit of excellence be a daily goal.

Where Resident Care 
is Our Priority







Mara Lamb Malcolm
www.lambsinteriordesign.com

5507 Ranch Drive, Suite 2B
mara@lambsinteriordesign.com

501.813.0202



Mclarty Auto Group is proud to support the

Oscar Washington, Jr.
Educational Fund



 www.SheriffEricHiggins.com     facebook.com/SheriffEricHiggins   erichigginsforsheriff@gmail.com@

Paid for by Sheriff Eric Higgins for Re-Election Campaign

“Thank you to the Oscar 
Washington Jr. Educational 
Fund for investing in our 
youth and their futures. 
Congratulations on your 5th 
Annual Scholarship Banquet.” 
- Sheriff Eric Higgins



River City General Contractors, Inc. would like to 

wish all the recipients of the Oscar Washington Jr. 

Scholarship Fund a heartfelt congratulations!

“Learning is the only thing the 
mind never exhausts, never 
fears, and never regrets.”

Leonardo Da Vinci

(501) 565-1392 rivercitygeneralcontractors.com
1101 S. Bowman Rd.
Little Rock, AR 72211



Congratulations!
to the 5th Annual
Oscar Washington Jr. 
Scholarship Recipients

@JonesForAR

VOTE MAY 24!
Follow and join our campaign!
chrisforgovernor.com

I believe this state is worth believing in, worth 
investing in, worth lifting up. I want to make 
sure Arkansas is the best place to live, work, 
and raise a family in the United States. And we 
should settle for nothing less, because 
we deserve nothing less.” 

“



Entergy Arkansas is committed to a brighter future for generations to 

come. That means empowering students with the skills they’ll need 

for the jobs of tomorrow. So we support Arkansas schools with grants 

for science, engineering and math programs. That keeps brain power 

in our communities and inspires innovation and industry to come. 

entergyarkansas.com

Powering the future

A message from Entergy Arkansas, LLC ©2022 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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for the jobs of tomorrow. So we support Arkansas schools with grants 
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in our communities and inspires innovation and industry to come. 

entergyarkansas.com
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Powering the future
Entergy Arkansas is committed to a brighter future for generations to come. That means empowering 

students with the skills they’ll need for the jobs of tomorrow. So we support Arkansas schools with 

grants for science, engineering and math programs. That keeps brain power in our communities and 

inspires innovation and industry to come. entergyarkansas.com

entergyarkansas.com

Entergy Arkansas is committed to a brighter future for generations to 

come. That means empowering students with the skills they’ll need 

for the jobs of tomorrow. So we support Arkansas schools with grants 

for science, engineering and math programs. That keeps brain power 

in our communities and inspires innovation and industry to come. 

entergyarkansas.com

Powering the future

A message from Entergy Arkansas, LLC ©2022 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.



Bethany Howell
Founder & CEO

571-358-5165
400 W Capitol Ave, Unit 250
Little Rock, AR 72201

http://bemax.media

DIGITAL 

AGENCY 
MARKETING 

Contact Us

Services
Custom Website Design
Videography
Search Engine Optimization 

Happy to produce the 5th anniversary video for the 
Oscar Washington Jr. Educational Fund





Visionary 
Leadership 

AT&T salutes the students who lead the way — in 
leadership and in life. We're proud to support the 
Oscar Washington, Jr. Educational Fund and 
congratulate the honorees of the scholarship 
banquet. 

© 2022 AT&T Intellectual Property. AT&T and Globe logo are registered trademarks 
and service marks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. 
All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 



5323 John F Kennedy Blvd  
North Little Rock, AR 72116

Congratulations to all 2022 Oscar Washington Jr.  
Education Fund Scholarship recipients.

biztekconnection.com



education.

Our firm is passionate about giving back, especially when

those efforts support education.  We applaud the work of this

outstanding program and the people who make it all happen.

 Proud to Support
the

 

OSCAR WASHINGTON, JR.
EDUCATIONAL FUND

                      
Little Rock Rogers Jonesboro Austin

MitchellWilliamsLaw.com

Lorem ipsum



5TH DIVISION

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT SANDERS FOR JUDGE 

WWW.FORMERJUDGESANDERS.COM

501-629-9302

FormerJudgeSandersErnestSandersJr

info@formerjudgesanders.com



Come save with us.

ozk.com  |  Member FDIC

FEARLESS HAS NO LIMITS

00418.01.01-0122

Proud sponsor of the Oscar Washington Junior Scholarship Banquet



100 YEARS100 YEARS
    of Challenges 

Overcome
At Baptist Health, we’ve witnessed 

countless patient victories, inspiring 

outcomes, and defied odds. Our 

commitment to delivering amazing 

care is what drives us every day. After 

one hundred years, our focus remains 

the same—to provide compassionate 

healthcare as a healing ministry in your 

time of need. All our best, all for you, 

for 100 years.

Baptist-Health.com



Our founder, 
Truett Cathy, 
believed that all people 
are worthy of care. In 1946, he 
turned that belief into a company 
whose business was to take care of others 
by serving freshly prepared meals with genuine 
hospitality. Truett believed a “great company is a 
caring company” and his vision of caring for others 
continues to inspire us today.

We are honored to support the Oscar Washington, Jr. 
Educational Fund and their mission to help join character and 
education to make a positive difference in the lives of individuals 
and communities like ours. 



WE BUILD

C O N S T R U C T I O N  |  I N D U S T R I A L  |  E X C A V A T I O N  |  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  |  S E R V I C E

Nabholz is proud to support the Oscar Washington, Jr. Scholarship Fund.

1 . 8 7 7 . N A B H O L Z   |   n a b h o l z . c o m

FOR THOSE WHO BUILD COMMUNITIES
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